
PEOPLE!

RICHARD TREVITHICK WAS AN INVENTOR
AND ENGINEER FROM CORNWALL. HE IS 
BEST-KNOWN FOR BUILDING THE FIRST 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE IN 1804!

JOHN TAYLOR WAS A MINING ENGINEER FROM 
DEVON. HE OVERSAW THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE TAVISTOCK CANAL, which transported 
goods such as copper ore from mines in 
the Tavistock Area to Morwellham!

MINERS WERE 
INVOLVED IN 
MINING TIN 
AND COPPER. 
THEY WORKED 
UNDERGROUND, 
DIGGING TUNNELS 
TO REACH THE 
DEPOSITS OF 
METALS WHICH 
WERE EMBEDDED 
IN THE ROCK. 
THE ROCKS WERE 
BROKEN UP AND 
BROUGHT TO THE 
SURFACE FOR 
PROCESSING!

BAL MAIDENS 
WERE WOMEN 
AND GIRLS WHO 
WORKED AT THE 
SURFACE OF THE 
MINES, BREAKING 
UP THE ROCKS 
USING HAMMERS 
TO SEPARATE THE 
VALUABLE TIN AND 
COPPER FROM THE 
WASTE ROCK!

CHILDREN WORKED ALONGSIDE ADULTS IN THE MINES, CARRYING 
OUT TASKS SUCH AS SORTING THE TIN AND COPPER FROM 
THE WASTE ROCK, BREAKING ORE INTO SMALLER PIECES, AND 
CARRYING TOOLS AND MATERIALS AROUND THE MINE!



attributes!

Engine houses, 
mine buildings

Mine transport,
ports, harbours 
& wharves

great houses, estates & gardens

mineworker’s 
smallholdings

mining settlements 
& social infrastructure

mineralogical
sites

the cornwall and west devon mining landscape world heritage site has 7 ‘attributes’ or 
special features, which can be seen around the landscape!

ancillary industries - 
foundries, engineering 
works, explosive works



location!
the cornwall and west devon mining landscape world heritage site has 10 areas:
10 areas across cornwall and west devon where you can see special features or 
‘attributes’ like the examples shown below!

Geevor Hayle 
Heritage
centre

st day church
kit hill

liskeard and caradon
railway

tregonning

treffry viaduct

cape cornwall

tavistock court 
gate

st agnes miners & 
mechanics institute

carn brea 
monument



engine houses!

wheal prosper

wheal ellen

engine houses like these housed 
steam engines which were used 
in mining for pumping water out 
of deep mine shafts, and for 
lifting the rocks to the surface 
to be broken down to remove the 
deposits of tin and copper they 
contained. The engines were also 
used to provide power to other 
works around the mine site. You 
can still see lots of engine house 	
	 remains dotted around the
            World Heritage Site.



out and about!

pig

buzzard

silver studded 
blue butterfly

chicken

greater horseshoe bat
chough

mineworkers sometimes had ‘smallholdings’, a bit of land where they could grow 
vegetables for food, and raise livestock such as chickens and pigs. Today, mine sites 
attract a range of different animals and birds, such as greater horseshoe bats, 
buzzards and the silver studded blue butterfly!


